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Harvesting Talents, Growing Together: The 2025 PCB Conference and
Convention

Every fall, the Pennsylvania Council of the Blind (PCB) brings our peers,
friends, and supporters together for a weekend of learning, connecting, and
celebrating. This year will be no different, except that it promises to be even
more exciting. Mark your calendars now: the 2025 PCB Virtual Conference and
Convention will take place October 16-19 on Zoom.

Our theme for the weekend is “Harvesting Your
Talents and Resources.” We chose this theme
because each of us has skills and strengths that
sometimes go unnoticed, even by ourselves. Pair
that with the tools, technology, and resources
available to us, and there’s no limit to the growth we
can achieve both personally and as an organization.

What You Can Expect

www.pch1l.org

This year’s program is designed with something for everyone. From Braille
Music and Gardening workshops to presentations on adding audio description
to existing videos, you’ll find sessions that both celebrate familiar skills and
spark new ones you might not have realized you had.

We’ll also explore practical topics like health, finance, productivity, mobility,
Al, and home management. And don’t forget the fun, our evening
entertainment includes Brain Drain, a team-based trivia-style game, and
Narrator Nightcap, a chance to revisit our favorite voices and stories from
NLS.

Our Virtual Banquet features speaker Scott Thornhill, Executive Director of the
American Council of the Blind (ACB). Sunday morning, we’ll gather for an
audio-described Netflix binge-watch of All the Light We Cannot See. And to
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wrap it all up, our much-anticipated Annual Auction will kick off at 3 PM on
Sunday, October 19.

Free Registration and Special Incentives

We’re making this year’s conference as open and welcoming as possible.
That’s why registration is completely free.

And here’s where you can help us grow:

« Forevery non-member you invite who registers, you’ll be entered into a
drawing for a $50 Amazon gift card.

« You can also submit a 15-word community shout-out in our program
book for just a $5 donation, an easy way to share encouragement with
friends, peers, or your local chapter.

Accessibility and Connection

As always, we’re committed to accessibility. Attendees can connect by
computer, smartphone, or standard phone line with toll-free options
available. Programs will be offered in electronic format.

You'’ll also enjoy:

« Live exhibits from blind-owned businesses and vendors, with recorded
sessions streaming on ACB Media Eight

o Opportunities for door prizes and giveaways

« Zoom real-time closed captioning

Whether you’re a long-time PCB member, someone new to vision loss, or a
family member, educator, or advocate, there’s a place for you here.

How to Register
« Byphone: 1-877-617-7407 Ext. 800
« Online: pcb1.org/conference-and-convention/registration/
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Let’s Grow Together

The 2025 PCB Conference and Convention is more than just a weekend event.
It’s an opportunity to share experiences, exchange ideas, and strengthen our
community. Together, we’ll harvest the talents and resources that make us
stronger.

We can’t wait to see you online in October!

For more information on PCB’s Annual Conference and Convention visit our website at
pcb1.org/conference-and-convention

Another Learning Opportunity This Fall: The 2025 PAB Conference

If you are looking for another chance to connect with
peers, professionals, and leaders in the blindness
community, mark your calendar for the Pennsylvania
; Association for the Blind (PAB) Fall Conference,
PCI]I]S}"I\'EIHI&I happening Wednesday, November 12 through Friday,
Association November 14, 2025, at The Penn Stater Hotel and

f()l‘ the Blilld Conference Center in State College.

Unlike PCB’s conference, which is held virtually, this eventis in person and
offers a slightly different focus. The PAB Fall Conference brings together
agency executives, field workers, prevention specialists, and professionals
who support Pennsylvanians living with vision loss. It is a wonderful
complement to the programs and networking you already enjoy through PCB.

What to Expect

The conference begins Wednesday, November 12, with registration opening at
10 AM and lunch provided for attendees. Thursday, November 13, will feature
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a full day of programming, meals, and an interactive vendor room where each
exhibitor will showcase a highlight product or service. The event wraps up
Friday morning, November 14, with closing sessions before lunch.

Meals are included for overnight guests (breakfast each morning plus
Thursday lunch and dinner), and the hotel itself offers two restaurants, a
fitness center, and a lap pool.

Costs and Accommodations

Registration ranges from $75 to $150, depending on your role and
membership status. Overnight rooms start at $149 per night, which includes a
breakfast voucher, with just $10 added per additional guest. Reservations
must be made by October 15 to guarantee the conference rate. To book, call
814-863-5000 and use group code PABL25A.

If you have dietary needs such as gluten-free meals, you can note that during
registration. PAB agencies should also remember to use their coupon code for
the member agency rate.

Why Attend?

This event offers a valuable opportunity for PCB peers and professionals alike.
Whether you are interested in learning more about blindness prevention work,
building stronger partnerships with agencies across the state, or simply
expanding your personal and professional network, the PAB Fall Conference is
a great way to do so.

By attending, you will gain access to fresh ideas, new tools, and meaningful
conversations with people who are shaping services and advocacy across
Pennsylvania.
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For details, including the draft agenda, visit the Pennsylvania Association
for the Blind’s website at pablind.org. Registration is now open, and space
at the hotel is limited, so consider making your arrangements soon.

Welcoming Fall for Everyone: Accessible Halloween Fun Everyone

If you love the energy of fall, the crisp air, the pumpkins on porches, the
laughter on trick-or-treat night, but worry about how accessible the festivities
will be for people with low vision or who are blind, this guide is for you. The
ideas below are simple, affordable, and
friendly to use at home, in your
neighborhood, or at community events.
Share them with your local chapter,
school, library, or faith community. A few
small changes can open the door for
everyone to take part.

Start with the path, then the party

Before we think about games and goodies, make the route safe and easy to
navigate.

« Clear walkways: Move planters, cords, inflatables, and lawn decor out
of footpaths. Keep at least three feet of space.

« Even ground: Use mats to cover hose lines or uneven seams on
sidewalks. Tape cords down along the edges of walls.

« Predictable lighting: Choose steady, warm lighting over flicker or
strobe. Add a lamp or solar stake to mark steps and edges.

« Sound helps: Soft music or a small chime near your door or activity
table can act as a friendly beacon without being overwhelming.
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Cane-friendly design: Avoid low-hanging webs or dangling decorations
that catch on white canes or clothing.

High-contrast, large-print communication

Good information builds confidence.

Signage: Use large print (at least 18 to 24 point), strong contrast (black
on white or yellow on black), and plain fonts. Keep messages short, like
“Candy here,” “Games this way,” or “Step up.”

Tactile labels: A simple bump dot on a doorbell, a raised arrow on a
sign, or braille labels on game stations can go a long way.

Audio options: Offer a greeter who can describe the layoutin a
sentence or two: “Table is on your right, candy bowl straight ahead,
game station to the left.”

Trick-or-treat that works for everyone

You do not need a big budget to make your porch or trunk-or-treat spot

inclusive.

Describe the scene: “We’ve got a bowl of small chocolate bars on the
right, non-chocolate on the left. The prize box with small toys is in the
center.”

Organize by touch: Use separate bowls with different textures; smooth,
ridged, or lined with fabric, so people can tell them apart easily.

Offer choices by category: Ask, “Would you like chocolate, fruity, or a
nonfood item?” and present one bowl at a time.

Avoid scented fog or strong fragrances: Not everyone enjoys heavy
scents, and some folks have sensitivities.
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Accessible costumes and safety

Costumes should be fun first, but a few tweaks make them safer and easier to
wear.

« Keep it simple: Avoid long trains, floor-length capes, and masks that
limit hearing.

o Add visibility: Reflective tape or clip-on lights work wonders at dusk. A
bright sash or wristband is helpful too.

« Cane-compatible: If you use a white cane, consider costumes that
leave your dominant hand free and do not snag on the grip.

Tactile, audio, and scent-based activities

These ideas are great at home, for chapter socials, or at school and library
events.

« Tactile pumpkin art: Instead of carving, try foam shapes, puffy paint,
pipe cleaners, googly eyes, and textured stickers. Outline simple faces
with raised glue first, then let it dry before decorating.

« Mystery touch boxes: Place items in shoeboxes with hand holes—dried
corn, rubber spiders, faux leaves, a knobby gourd—and invite guests to
guess the object by touch. Announce items after each round so
everyone can participate.

« Scent safari: Create a “fall smells” station with cinnamon sticks, cloves
in an orange, apple slices, and vanilla pods in sealed jars with small
holes. Offer unscented wipes nearby for comfort.

« Sound scavenger hunt: Hide small Bluetooth speakers or jingle bells
around aroom or yard and guide players by sound to locate tokens or
clues.

« Audio-described crafts: Have a volunteer give step-by-step spoken
directions, describing each material’s size and texture: “Find the
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smooth foam circle about the size of a cookie. The sticky strip is on the
back.”

Story time with props: Pair a short spooky story with tactile prompts—
felt bats, a twig “broom,” a tiny cloth “cape”—passed around at the
moments they appear in the story.

Inclusive games that “actually” work

Pumpkin bowling: Use a small round gourd and foam pins with a
textured rubber band around the “head pin” so players can find it by
touch. Mark the lane edges with rope or painter’s tape.

Beanbag toss: Cut a large mouth opening in a cardboard “monster.”
Add raised tape around the target and place a tactile mat at the
throwing spot so players can line up consistently.

Guess the jar: Fill clear jars with candy corn, mini pretzels, or buttons.
Invite players to feel a measuring cup filled with the same item to
estimate by touch, not sight.

Group call-and-respond: Short trivia rounds work well when the host
reads each question twice and restates multiple-choice options clearly.

Communicating access in your invitations

When you advertise an event, include access details right in the text. For

example:

“Accessible fall festival with steady lighting, clear walkways, large-print signs,

audio descriptions on request, and tactile games. Volunteers trained in

sighted guide will be on hand. Please share any additional access needs when
you RSVP.”

If you share a flyer online, add alt text that covers the essentials, who, what,

when, where, and how to request accommodations. Keep the image text high

contrast and simple.
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Tech that can help

« Voice assistants for quick timers during games and for short
announcements

« QR codes next to signs that link to an audio recording with directions or
the schedule

« Beacons or simple sound cues to mark entrances and activity stations

The spirit of the season

What makes fall gatherings special is the feeling of belonging. When we clear
the path, describe the space, and offer choices that do not rely on vision, we
tell our friends and neighbors, “You are welcome here.” That message matters
more than any decoration.

If your chapter is planning a Halloween social or if your neighborhood is
organizing a trunk-or-treat, consider adopting two or three ideas from this
list. Invite peers to help design the layout and test the activities. You will
be surprised at how much smoother and more joyful the event becomes
for everyone.

2025 PCB Conference and Convention Preview

Day One of the PCB Conference and Convention: Kicking Things Off Right

The wait is almost over! On Thursday, October 16, 2025, we open the doors
(virtually) to this year’s PCB Conference and Convention. Whether you’re a
longtime participant or joining us for the first time, the first evening is filled

with opportunities to connect, learn, and get excited for the days ahead.
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The afternoon may feature various exhibitors (check pcb1.org for updates),
then at 4:00 PM there will be a PCB Board of Directors’ Meeting hosted via
Zoom. Registered attendees are welcome to sit in, listen, and get a sense of
the work happening behind the scenes to keep our organization moving
forward.

Also, at 4:00 PM, tune in to ACB Media for a preview of this year’s Auction Item
Showcase. The auction itself will happen Sunday afternoon, but this is your
chance to hear about all the incredible items up for bid and start building your
wish list.

After a quick dinner break at 5:15, the real highlight of the evening begins.
From 6:00 to 10:00 PM, settle in for our Blind and Low-Vision Vendor
Showcase. This four-hour event features entrepreneurs who are blind or low
vision sharing their products, answering questions, and giving you a chance to
shop directly with them. You’ll discover everything from jewelry and home
goods to fragrances, fashion, games, and gadgets. Best of all, there will be
hourly door prizes to keep the excitement flowing.

We’ll wrap up the evening with announcements at 10:00 PM but trust us, you’ll
already be looking forward to what’s coming next.

So, mark your calendar, charge your devices, and join us on opening night
as we launch the 2025 PCB Conference and Convention with a mix of
business, shopping, and fun.
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Day Two at the PCB Conference: A Full Day of Learning, Advocacy, and Fun

Friday, October 17, 2025, is the first full day of the PCB Conference and
Convention, and it’s packed from morning to night with sessions designed to
inform, inspire, and connect us.

We’ll begin at 8:30 AM with a warm welcome from PCB President Debby Hill,
followed by an invocation and remembrance from Jacqueline Wissinger. From
there, the morning sessions jump right into exciting topics, including a hands-
on look at popular technologies like the Ray-Ban Meta glasses and MIT Voice
Vista app, and an introduction to the ABCs of Al with Lisa Salinger, who will
help us understand how artificial intelligence can both support and challenge
our daily lives.

The day continues with sessions that reflect the heart of PCB’s mission:
advocacy, inclusion, and growth. Our Advocacy Team will share practical
strategies for speaking up at every level of government and business, while
another session explores how to bring younger voices into our chapters and
build the next generation of leaders.

After lunch, attendees can learn how to save and plan for the future with PA
ABLE accounts, discover best practices for managing email more effectively,
and get creative with technology in “Planted in Possibility,” a workshop on
reimagining the tools we already have. Later in the afternoon, we’ll take a deep
dive into accessible video technology with ViddyScribe, explore accessible
music-making with Dancing Dots, and more.

The evening program offers both personal and practical insights, from creative
problem solving with a disability to a lively demonstration of what the Blind
Shell Classic Il and lll smartphones can really do. We’ll also hear from an
audiologist and a peer about living with tinnitus, followed by recordings of
peers running for PCB Board positions.
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And to cap off the day, get ready for some laughs and friendly competition
with Brain Drain, a fast-paced team trivia game with bragging rights and prizes
on the line.

Day Two truly reflects the spirit of our theme, Harvesting Your Talents and
Resources. It’s a day to learn, to share, and to celebrate what makes our
community strong. Don’t miss it!

Day Three at the PCB Conference: Learning, Leadership, and a Banquet to
Remember

By Saturday, October 18, 2025, the conference is in full swing, and the day
promises to be one of the most exciting of the weekend.

We’ll start the morning gently with Rise for a Prize Community Coffee at 8:30
AM Bring your favorite mug and enjoy some casual conversation with peers,
plus the chance to win a few prizes to kick off your day.

At 9:00 AM, our technical access team will showcase the Orbit Media Player,
offering a deep dive into its features and comparing it with other media
players on the market. Right after, at 9:30, the Peer Engagement Team
presents DIY Without the Eye, a practical session where two peers share how
they handle everyday household and gardening tasks, with plenty of time for
questions.

The morning continues with an exciting announcement from PCB’s Fund
Development Team and then, at 11:00 AM, you’ll want to catch Lead Boldly
with GRACE. This interactive workshop introduces a five-step advocacy tool

PA Council of the Blind

PO Box 68 Volant, PA 16156-0068

Phone: 717-920-9999 or Toll-free 877-617-7407 Facebook: PACounciloftheBlind
Fax: 717-920-9988 X (Formerly Twitter): pcb_advocate
E-mail: pcboffice@pcb1.org Mastodon Account Coming Soon...



mailto:pcboffice@pcb1.org

Pennsylvania Council of the Blind
A peer network of people impacted by vision loss.

PCB’s SPARK: The Newsletter for Igniting Ideas Autumn 2025

that blends story, humor, and structure to help you communicate effectively,
whether at an IEP meeting, doctor’s office, or in your community.

The evening belongs to celebration. At 6:15 PM, music will set the stage for the
Virtual Banquet. President Debby Hill will share greetings and sponsor
acknowledgments, followed by the drawing for our 50/50 raffle. Our banquet
speaker this year is Scott Thornhill, Executive Director of the American
Council of the Blind, who will deliver a keynote address sure to inspire. We’ll
also recognize outstanding peers with the PCB Awards and Merit Awards.

To close the night on a lighter note, settle in for Narrator Nightcap at 8:30 PM
Together, we’ll enjoy clips from some of the most beloved NLS narrators,
sparking memories and laughter as familiar voices from cherished books
come to life once again.

Saturday is a day filled with learning, leadership, and celebration. From
practical sessions to heartfelt recognitions, it’s everything that makes
PCB special rolled into one unforgettable day.

Day Four at the PCB Conference: Stories, Showcases, and the Big Auction

The final day of the 2025 PCB Conference and Convention on Sunday,
October 19 is one you won’t want to miss. It’s a day designed for both
relaxation and excitement, with plenty of ways to connect, enjoy, and give
back.

We’ll start at 9:00 AM with a special audio-described screening of the Netflix
mini-series All the Light We Cannot See. Based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning
novel, this powerful story follows the journey of a blind French girl and a
German soldier whose lives cross in the final days of World War II. With
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description included, everyone can share in the cinematic experience
together.

The afternoon shifts gears as we get ready for one of the most anticipated
parts of the conference, the PCB Live Auction. At 1:30 PM, tune in for the Pre-
Auction Showcase, where you’ll hear about the exciting items up for bid and
get comfortable with the process. Then, at 3:00 PM, the real fun begins. From
unique gifts to useful gadgets, the auction is not only a great chance to grab
something special, but also a vital way to support the mission and work of
PCB.

If you have friends or family who would like to join in the bidding, remind them
to register before Noon on Saturday, October 18. They can do so by calling
877-617-7407 or emailing pcboffice@pcb1.org with their details.

Day Four wraps up our conference with shared stories on screen and the
excitement of shouting our bids, for a cause we all believe in. Be sure to
join us for this memorable finish to an incredible weekend.

Peer Spotlight

Get to Know Your PCB Leaders!
A Lighthearted Q&A for Chapter Presidents, the PCB President, and Board
Members.
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Rosemary (Rose) Martin 2" Vice President of the PA Council of the Blind

Q. How did you first get involved with PCB?

A. | first got involved in PCB in 2010, after being
introduced to some PCB leaders at the ACB
national conference in Phoenix; | was a

: scholarship winner entering my first year of

. college. | attended my first PCB conference in

i the fall and have been involved since then.

| Q. What’s one thing you love most about your
local chapter or the PCB community?

B A.llove sharing with fellow guide dog handlers

ﬁ through PAGDUS and appreciate that we can
learn from one another wherever we are, as we're a virtual chapter. For PCB as
a whole, | appreciate that I've made lifelong friends.

Q. What’s a hidden talent or fun fact most people don’t know about you?
A. My favorite fun fact is that | once stayed in a literal tiny house in the French
alps for 3 days; it was the most terrifying but relaxing experience.

Q. What’s your go-to coffee order or favorite comfort snack?

A. ldrink iced coffee or iced lattes all year round, even in the middle of winter!
If it's a latte, | usually go with almond milk or oat milk and love a flavor splash
of caramel or hazelnut. Pumpkin spiced is my absolute favorite season though
(embrace the basic fall girl status)!

Q. What song, book, or movie always lifts your spirits?
A. | can't think of a particular song at the moment, but listening to music
always lifts my spirit whether I'm having a good or bad day. | have too many
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favorite artists to list, but a few you'd find in any of my playlists are Mumford
and Sons, Zac Brown Band, Noah Kahan, and Taylor Swift; | love going to
concerts as well.

Q. If you could instantly become an expert in anything, what would it be and
why?

A.l'd learn to speak dog, so that | could communicate with Kato, my current
guide dog! Seriously though, | am becoming fluent in multiple languages so
that | can communicate with anyone.

Q. What’s a piece of advice you’d give someone new to the vision loss or the
blindness community?

A. Be open to meeting and speaking with others, and know that many of us
want to meet you where you are. Be patient with yourself, and know that there
are many peers (PCB and others) as well as professionals ready to walk
alongside you as you adjust to vision loss.

Q. What’s one accessibility tip or tech tool you can’t live without?

A. Besides my cane or guide dog (obviously), | can't live without my iphone.
Sorry not sorry for the millennial answer! All of the apps and tools available at
my fingertips are a game changer every day.

Q. Finish this sentence: “Being a part of PCB means...”
A. Being a part of the PCB family, no matter where you are in life and whether
or not you have vision loss.
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Resource Corner: Accessible Tech & Support Services You Should Know

« PA Association for the Blind: PAB is the nation’s only statewide private
non-profit organization providing services for people who are blind or
visually impaired, as well as prevention of blindness programs to the
general population.

o https://www.pablind.org/

« PAB Conference and Convention Info: Pennsylvania Association for
the Blind’s annual conferences are open to any organization serving the
visually impaired.

o https://www.pablind.org/event/conference25/

« PCB Conference and Convention Info: Your one stop shop for all
things PCB Conference and Convention, no matter the year!

o https://pcb1.org/conference-and-convention/#content

o Bureau of Blindness and Visual Services (BBVS): The Bureau of
Blindness and Visual Services (BBVS) helps people who are blind or
visually impaired learn skills to live and work on their own.

o www.cwds.pa.gov/

o Www.pa.gov/agencies/dli/departments-offices/health-and-

disabilities/bureau-of-blindness-and-visual-services
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w Making Halloween Accessible for Everyone

Hosting a Halloween event? With just a few thoughtful adjustments, you can make
sure the fun is welcoming and inclusive for people with low vision or who are blind.
Use this quick checklist as your guide:

Accessibility Checklist for Hosts and Event Planners

o Clear pathways: Keep entrances and exits free of clutter. Provide steady
lighting and limit background noise.

e Volunteer guidance: Train helpers with a short script, how to give directions,
where to stand, and how to offer sighted guide (always ask first, describe
next, then offer an elbow).

e Accessible signs: Use large print with high contrast. Add braille or tactile
markers whenever possible.

e Orientation support: Assign one person to describe the setup to newcomers
as they arrive.

« Candy options: Offer separate bowls for different types of candy, plus a few
non-food treats.

« Inclusive activities: Plan at least one game or activity that uses touch or
sound rather than sight.

e Quiet space: Provide a calm corner where kids or adults can take a short
break if needed.

o Safe decorations: Skip strobe lights and keep fog effects minimal to avoid
disorientation.

By following these simple steps, you’ll ensure your Halloween gathering is not just
fun—but truly accessible for everyone.

Happy Halloween from all of us at PCB! v
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